[Role of prolactin in changes of parasitism induced by lactation].
In order to establish the role played by prolactin in lactation during the evolution of Strongyloides ratti in the female rat, the authors tried to reproduce the effects of this physiological state by treatment with sulpiride (substituted benzamide), of which the prolactinogenic effect is intense in the female rat. Low doses partially reproduced the effects of lactation on parasitism by diminishing its intensity and delaying the onset of rejection, although without preventing it. The pharmacological action of sulpiride, which acts by blocking the dopamine receptors, explains why only low doses are active and why their action is limited to the onset of parasitism. This experiment lends weight to the hypothesis that prolactin plays a fundamental role in modifications of the evolution of Strongyloides ratti during lactation.